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government could keep in touch with the troops. On April 1 he had
contracted with Hockaday and Liggett for a weekly mail from St.
Joseph, Missouri, to Salt Lake City and beyond to Placerville, California;
for this central route the contractor was allowed thirty-eight days and
paid $310,000 annually.
No sooner was the news of the peaceable ending of the Mormon diffi-
culty at hand than the proponents of the central route sought advantage.
In June they moved immediately to expedite their service. If the mail
were to go through in competition with the twenty-five-day service
from Memphis to Fort Yuma, their time must be reduced far below the
thirty-eight days. This would take more stock and equipment, and the
contractors wanted extra compensation. Brown could have paid it had
he wished; but he was reluctant, it was charged, because of his Memphis
pet route. So the Missouri and California politicos decided to force his
hand. Craig of Missouri got the rules suspended by a combination of
southwestern, western, and Republican votes, and the House on June
10 passed a joint resolution for the expedited service, over the opposition
of the administration leaders.
In the Senate Gwin and Broderick of California, Polk and Green
of Missouri immediately got it up. Hunter and Toombs tried to stop
it, but the traffic lights were set against them. Green reported that
Brown had told him that he was in favor of this proposition but wished
the weight of a congressional mandate before he moved. A brief debate
on the 12th sufficed; it was voted 29-17. The southwestern and western
Democrats, joined by the radical Georgian, Iverson, the Tennessee
Whig, Bell, and the Republicans, thought they had a winning combina-
tion. But Buchanan foiled them. The joint resolution was passed on the
next to the last day of the session; thus Buchanan could neatly pocket-
veto it, and he did so. Perhaps Brown was not so much in favor of it
as hp had told Green. Again a western interest had been frustrated.9
Other significant controversies grew out of attempts made by the
Senate to insert in the Post Office appropriation bill clauses to increase
the postage rates and to abolish franking. The Senators did not value
franks as much as the House members, because they were generally
richer men. In making their gesture toward economy they were safe
enough, for no House would ever agree; but their action produced a